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by Terry Hanley 


Homosexuality is a volatile 
subject that people have a vari- 
ety of opinions about. Some 
people have welcomed homo- 
sexuals in their church mem- 
berships and pulpits, while 
others stand in disagreement 
with the lifestyle. 

In the coming months, All 
Souls Unitarian Universalist 
Church will be holding a series 
of programs ranging from reli- 
gious humanism study, to the 
ongoing Brown Bag Discussion 
Series that are open to anyone 
interested, 

One of those programs, 
“What the Bible Really Says 
about Homosexuality,” deals 
with books of the Old and New 
Testaments of the Bible in rela- 
tion to the gay lifestyle. It stud- 
ies the story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the books of Leviti- 
cus and the Gospel According 
to Saint Paul, and explores “the 
history” of these scriptures “as 
well as the literal language and 
later translations.” 

“The Bible clearly states 
that homosexuality is a sin and 
an indecent act,” said Chris 
Solomon, a senior finance ma- 
jor. “It separates us from God, 
which is the author of the text- 
book definition of sin. Who can 
argue with that?” 

According to local civil 
rights attorney Clay Walker, 
translation is a key to any ra- 
tional argument related to the 
mention of homosexuality in 
the Bible. He is leading the 
three-week class at All Souls. 

“My stepmother men- 
tioned the class to me because 
she knows the subject matter 
makes me angry,” said Walker. 
“Using religion to marginalize 
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people.” 

“My goal is to pass along 
the information I have learned 
to others,” he said. “I am inter- 
ested to learn what people 
think of it and how they re- 
spond to it.” 

The literal translation of 
the Bible, he says, uses the 
word “toevah” (toy-ay-vuh) to 
describe homosexual sex. The 
literal translation of the word is 
a sin for which penance can be 
done. Some translations use 
the word “abomination” which 
is the word for a damnable sin. 
That is where the discussion 
gets cloudy. 

“If we are reading the Bible 


to look at sins of morality, then 
we need to look at the original 
language of the Bible and not a 
translation,” said Walker. He 
said that the language of the 
Bible has been altered several 
times throughout the years for 
political reasons. 

An LSUS BCM staff mem- 
ber said, “You have to first ex- 
amine what scripture is; then 
you extend from there. What 
the Bible says is what God says. 
This is where we get the phrase 
‘God's word.’ The BCM wel- 
comes various sexually-orient- 
ed individuals, but by the same 
token does not condone the 
practice.” 


Dr. Adrienne Critcher, pro- 
fessor of computer science and 
faculty adviser for the LSUS 
Gay/Straight Alliance, said, 
“The Bible accepted things that 
we find unacceptable such as 
women as property and slav- 
ery. We realize that society has 
a much better understanding of 
many things than it did over 
2,000 years ago. No one really 
takes the Bible literally.” 

The Gay/Straight alliance 
at LSUS, which meets next on 
March 2 in TC 219, is one chap- 
ter of 2,000 nationwide, some in 
middle schools and _ high 
schools, as well as on college 
campuses. 


“The purpose of GSA's is to 
provide a forum for gays and 
straights to learn more about 
the negative effects of homo- 
phobia on society as a whole,” 
said Critcher. 

Because of groups such as 
the GSA and the ubiquity of ho- 
mosexuality in today’s media, 
people are becoming more ac- 
cepting and open to gay and 
lesbian lifestyles. The discus- 
sion of same-sex matriage con- 
tinues, as will religious 
discussions regarding homo- 
sexuality. 


Romeo and Juliet 


Shakespeare's Classic drama 
to feature fancy fencing 


HURRICANE 
EVACUATION 
ROUTE 


Displaced Students 


Adjusting to a new school 
has not been easy for some 
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No corrections this issue. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS 


The debacle over the Danish cartoons of the 
prophet Muhammad has escalated to a ridiculous new 
level: five dead in Pakistan, 11 dead in Libya and 15 
dead in Nigeria. A Pakistani Imam has issued a fatwa 
against the cartoonists. Yet on this side of the world we 
might have trouble understanding what all the fuss is 
about, 

To date, the Philadelphia Inquirer is the only main- 
stream American newspaper to reprint any of the car- 
toons. Three weeks ago the Dallas Morning News 
printed one of the cartoons, but with Muhammad’s 
likeness obscured. 

Without seeing the offending images, one might 
find it difficult to gain perspective. Moreover, this 
volatile issue has many facets. 

First, Islam proscribes the depiction of Allah, 
Muhammad or anything heavenly. The fear is that such 
depictions would lead to idolatry. This line of thinking 
should not be alien to Judeo-Christians. It is, in fact, the 
second commandment. A larger examination of the is- 
sue took place in the 8th and 9th centuries when the 
Church undertook a heated debate over the use of icons 
depicting Jesus. But surely no cleric is afraid that a few 
crass caricatures might start a wave of blasphemous 
idol worship. 

Another aspect to the issue is the claim that the car- 
toons are offensive, insensitive and anti-Islamic. In- 
deed, one of the cartoons shows Muhammad with a 
bomb fora turban. This is the most-often-cited cartoon. 
But the other 11 cartoons are mild by any standard. The 
cartoon printed in the Dallas Morning News shows a 
timid cartoonist crouched over his drawing table and 
hiding his drawing of the prophet. 

The theme of this comic is exactly what prompted 
Denmark’s Jyllands-Posten to conscript the drawings in 
the first place: Westerners are so terrified of the Muslim 
world that they hold a double standard. In a syndicated 
editorial in the Shreveport Times on Feb. 12, Froma 
Harrop noted that the Independent, a London newspa- 
per, printed a cartoon of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon eating a Palestinian baby, yet they have not pub- 
lished any of the Danish cartoons. 

The editors of Jyllands-Posten perceived self-cen- 
sorship. In publishing the cartoons, they intended to 
take Western civilization to task. The free press is a pil- 
lar of Western democracy as sacred as the prohibition 
on images of the prophet is in Islamic states. If free ex- 
pression is so dear to us, then we should be rioting in 
the streets, demanding that the inciting cartoons be 
published for all to see. 


Girls & SPORTS 


Extremists from Ann Coulter to Osama bin Laden 
would like to set this up as a polar clash between east 
and west. And this drives to the heart of another over- 
looked facet of the issue. 

These cartoons were originally published in Sep- 
tember. Yet the violence, the boycott on Danish goods 
and the whole hubbub has been going on for only about 
five weeks. Surely this is not because it takes so long for 
information to be disseminated across the globe. 

The fact is that these Danish cartoons (of which, 
only one or two contain enough wit.and quality to de- 
serve syndication) are just another disposable piece of 
ammunition for thosé who would like to pit east 
against west or vice versa. An informative packet dis- 
tributed in Syria contained, in addition to some of the 
Danish cartoons, other cartoons of a much more offen- 
sive nature. All of these additional cartoons were osten- 
sibly penned by someone for whom doing so is a venial 
sin. 

Although the cartoons are getting more than a fair 
share of press, because they have not been published, it 
is difficult to understand what is so offensive about 
them. Moreover, the issue is so messy at this point that 
those who would dare publish any or all of the cartoons 
would suffer backlash not just from the offended, but 
from others who wish to sidestep controversy. 

The editors of the University of Illinois’ Daily Illini 
were suspended after they ran six of the cartoons on 
Feb. 9. They were not reprimanded by fear-mongering 
mullahs but rather by their publisher. 

This shows a rampant inability to understand the 
basic elements of the issue at hand. Many Americans 
hold a deep resentment for Muslims because of the ter- 
rifying images beamed into their living rooms on the 
nightly news. This resentment comes from a lack of un- 
derstanding. Acting on resentment and misunder- 
standing will only undermine the free exchange of 
emotions, ideas and criticisms that are some of the 
founding principles of Western society. 

As an editor, am tempted to run the cartoons a8 @” 
show of solidarity for the editors at the University of 
Illinois and also to present a reality to Almagest readers 
so that they can form their own opinions on the subject. 
However, the Almagest caters to LSUS students, and I 
would like to know how the student body feels about 
publication of the cartoons before doing so, 


Mike Schwalke 
Managing Editor 
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Students liven up Shakespeare’s classic 


by Shakendra Jackson 


The mere mention of 
“Romeo and Juliet” conjures up 
images of the archetypal star- 
crossed lovers, newly in love 
and determined to be together. 
But the non-stop action in this 
Shakespearean drama_ will 
have students gripping the 
edges of their seats. 

The choreographer who 
trained Russell Crowe in 
“Gladiator” is choreographing 
the fight scenes in this semes- 
ter’s production of the bard’s 
immortal classic. Andy Shaw 
from the Fairfield Fencing 
Academy also trained Chris 
O'Donnell for “The Three Mus- 


keteers.” 


é : aes - vbr ee te : 
Topics discussed at the Feb, 17 SGA meeting: 


It is not a coincidence that 
someone affiliated with Holly- 
wood royalty found his way to 
LSUS. Graduate student Patti 
Reeves, who will direct the 
play, became good friends with 
Shaw along the route of her ex- 
tensive career of acting and di- 
recting. Reeves has been acting 
for over 30 years and is defi- 
nitely no stranger to Shake- 
speare. 

“The problem with Shake- 
speare is that it wasn’t meant to 
be read in classrooms,” she 
said. “Shakespeare was written 
to be seen; it was meant to be 
brought to life by great actors.” 

Reeves became enchanted 
with Shakespeare at the age of 


* Senator commissioned to write legislation for concerns 


voiced by students 
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-@ SGA continues to improve Blackboard communication 


* Urges students to support men’s and woman’s basketball 


_SGA meetings are open to the public and are held every Fii- 
day at noon in the Webster Room of the UC. 


12, and that love has only blos- 
somed with time. She played 
Juliet for the first time when 
she was 16 and again at age 24. 
She has performed in over 30 
plays and directed over 20. 

Reeves is directing this 
play for her master’s thesis 
project and hopes one day to 
open a young Shakespearean 
acting company to spread her 
love of acting to the world. 

Reeves’ daughter, 16-year- 
old Hope Gutierrez, will play 
Juliet. She has been nominated 
for two best actress awards by 
SB Magazine. Andre Pitre, a 
senior at Centenary College, 
will portray Romeo. The play 
also stars Jamie Sanders, Sara 
Derrick, Josh Talley and Myles 
Roberts. 

The play will be performed 
in Renaissance style and will 
open on Friday, March 3 in the 
UC Theatre with a special 
showing at 10 a.m. for the high 
schools in Caddo and Bossier 
parishes and a performance at 8 
o'clock that night. On Satur- 
day, March 4, the play will run 
at.2 p.m. and.8\p.m,, and the f- 
nal performance will be Sun- 
day, March 5, at 3 p.m, 

Tickets can be purchased 
through the Department of 
Communications by calling 
617-3319. The cost is $5 for stu- 
dents and $10 for non-students. 


Mixe Scuwatne 


Stephen Scariota and Josh Talley practice fencing for 
“Romeo and Juliet.” The play’s fights were choreographed by 
Russell Crowe’s trainer from “Gladiator.” 


Voices of Africa emanate from UC Theater; students experience African culture 


Students dance to the Voices of Africa in the UC Theater. 


by Ragan Dickens 


The Voices of Africa filled 
the UC Theater on Feb. 15. 
Loud chanting and the persist- 


ent beating of percussion 
drums got things started. Five 
women dressed in full western 
African garb including head- 
dresses came marching out. 


This group of perform- 
ers based out of Philadel- 
phia played  - their 
percussion instruments 
and sang a cappella for 
more than an hour. 

This was not your basic 
concert on campus. This 
was a cultural experience 
to say the least, “This was 
great; it gave LSUS an op- 
portunity to show that 
they are a diverse univer- 
sity and able to unite 
everyone,” said LaTosha 
Smith, senior sociology 
major. 

Nana Baakan started 
the Voices of Africa in 
1983 with her four chil- 
dren, two of whom still 
perform with the group today. 
The group mixes a unique 
blend of “soul-stirring” a cap- 


pella and African percussion. 


They travel throughout the US 
and abroad to universities, 
workshops and festivals and 
have even appeared at the 
Kennedey Center in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

The performers. made it 
clear from the beginning that 
they wanted crowd participa- 
tion. The Voices of Africa intro- 
duced what they called “the 
personal jungle dance” to the 
crowd. This jungle dance they 
spoke of was merely “whatever 
you feel like is your groove,” 
said Baakan. The students in at- 
tendance seemed a bit lacklus- 
ter at the start but were eager to 
rise to their feet and dance as 
the evening progressed. 

The ZTA sorority took the 
prize as having the most spirit 
for the night. The ladies of 
Africa even passed out a Voice 
of Africa CD to one of the ZTA 


girls for dancing along with the 
songs and having so much fun. 

Katie Parker, a sophomore 
psychology major, said, “It is so 
nice to see this many students 
here in attendance and also 
having a good time. This group 
of performers had an amazing 
talent of knowing how to get 
the crowd involved.” 

Before the night was over, 
the artist came off of the stage 
and danced with the students. 
This brought about many 
cheers and yells. Students then 
felt the need to break it down 
all over the auditorium all do- 
ing their “jungle dance.” 

Junior biology major 
Meredith Wade said, “I was a 
little skeptical before coming 
tonight, but the evening turned 
out to be very entertaining. | 
hope the school will bring these 
ladies back.” 
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Next to Mr Money Loan © 


by Kisha Blackshire 
A claim filed with FEMA in 


October for reimbursements 
for housed evacuees was reject- 
ed because of the housing be- 
ing a Red Cross shelter. 

The Red Cross is currently 
assisting LSUS in filing an ap- 
peal to receive funds of approx- 
imately $100,000, which covers 
damages as well as mainte- 
nance and utility costs. 

The LSUS HPE gym floor 
had just been resurfaced before 
the New Orleans evacuees ar- 
rived and had to be resurfaced 
due to damage done during 
their stay. The claim also in- 
cluded Entergy costs and air 
conditioning which had to be 
run 24 hours a day during the 
evacuees’ 58-day stay, 

“Rates had gone up any- 
way so the claim included that 
also,” said Adnan Samhan, di- 
rector of Accounting Services. 
The claim also included power 
plant, security officers, clean- 
ing and maintenance service. 

“The cost of housing the 


evacuees was actually more 


than we were able to claim,” 
said Michael Ferrell, vice chan- 
cellor for business affairs. 
Many faculty members donat- 
ed their time but were not paid 
extra for their overtime. A 


KAPLAN) Janice? 


“The cost of 
housing the 
evacuees was 
actually more than 
we were able 
claim.” 


Michael Ferrell 
Vice Chancellor 


Business Affairs 


claim can be filed only for over- 
time pay for faculty members 
who were paid overtime. 

“We provided a lot of serv- 
ices to Louisiana citizens, 
which we should, but that's not 
all. Many people opened up 
their arms and welcomed peo- 
ple and opened their pocket 
books,” said Ferrell. 

The status of the appeal is 
unknown due to its being a 
multi-step process with a lot of 
“red tape” involved. 

“T believe they should be 
reimbursed. I don’t think the 
school should be held solely re- 
sponsible despite them being 
Red Cross sheltered because 
that is what FEMA is for: emer- 
gencies,” said Tyesia Williams, 
a former LSUS student. 
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GMAT | GRE | LSAT | MCAT | DAT | PCAT 


Take a practice test at this event and you'll recelve a detalled score 
analysis and exclusive strategies to help you prepare for Test Day! 


Saturday, March 11% 
LSUS Science Building 
7:45 AM check-in | 8:00 AM exams begin 
$5 exam fee 
Sponsored by the Biology Club and Kaplan, inc. 


ENROLL Limited seats are available. Call 4-800-KAP-TEST 
TODAY or visit kaptest.com/practice. 
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Thousands of evacuees called the HPE building home 
during the weeks following Hurricane Katrina. 
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Transfer difficult for displaced students |[n other news __ 


hy Coleman Robison 


On Monday, Aug. 29, 2005, at 
6:10 AM CDT, Hurricane Katrina 
made landfall on the southern tip of 
Louisiana. Just days before, New 
Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin was call- 
ing for a mandatory evacuation. 
Eighty percent of the 1.3 million 
residents of New Orleans were re- 
ported as having evacuated, includ- 
ing the many, now distressed and 
displaced, college students from 
within the city. 

According to Mickey Diez, reg- 
istrar and director of the admis- 
sions and records office, 282 
displaced students came to LSUS in 
the fall of 2005. “We have no accu- 
rate numbers for this semester,” 
said Diez. “Once they stick around, 
they are no longer displaced or vis- 
iting but rather transfer students.” 

Unfortunately for most dis- 
placed students at LSUS, obtaining 
official transcripts has been an ob- 
stacle; however, they have all 
agreed that LSUS has been helpful 
with accommodations. In addition, 
they all knew that returning to New 
Orleans would be a waiting game 
once the levees gave way. 


——yemenfiging. in another. city. is hard, 
ut Tam very fortunate,” said 
Catherine Romero, New Orleans 
native and junior business major. “1 


went down to New Orleans last 
weekend, and bodies are still being 


William Alexander Haley is the son of the late Alexander 


found. I’m just wondering if I am 
supposed to be this happy and do- 
ing so well here.” 

On the other hand, Dale 
Crovetto, New Orleans native and 
senior biological science major, is 
not allowing Katrina to outweigh 
his focus on school. 

“My hometown is destroyed,” 


he said. “I am fortunate, but I can- 
not sit here and think of what hap- 
pened and study. I hate to be cold, 
but I need to disassociate myself.” 
Crovetto,, 32, was in is. last 
year of school at UNO when Katri- 
na hit. “I am not letting this semes- 
ter get away from me,” he said. He 
plans to return to New Orleans in 
May for graduation ceremonies. 


Crovetto, along with other dis- 
placed students, have faced a few 
small but similar frustrations: Prob- 
lems with financial aid and the lack 
of official transcripts. 

Romero said, “I was told that 
LSUS would waive my book fee. 
But on my statement, it had tuition 
at the top and a Katrina book bill to- 
ward the bottom. I was pretty up- 
set.” 

According to Crovetto, he has 
had to find alternatives in order to 
live. 

“I was really in a bind,” he said. 
“I had to finance a private loan 
through Chase in order to pay for 
tuition and other necessities.” 

Ian Price, former UNO commu- 
nications major and Shreveport na- 
tive, also had to pay out of pocket, 
and it looks as though he will not be 
reimbursed. 

“My biggest problem is that no- 
body has genuinely listened,” he 
said. 

With cleanup in New Orleans 
just beginning, returning to normal 
seems impossible, but moving for- 
ward does not. 

Crovetto said, “If I have to go 
hungry and barely get by, then fine. 
Lam selfish:in that Iwill do what it 
takes to get what I deserve. And in 
this case, | deserve to graduate in 
May.” 


een is the son of 
a late Alexander Palmer Haley, Pulitzer 


spoke Sunday in the Noel. Memorial 
Library. Haley urged Re a 
and document their family and commu- 
nity history. He also spoke about next 
year’s re-release of “Roots,” ¢ 
‘its oye ‘anniversary. 
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Palmer Haley, Pulitzer Prize winner for “Roots.” 


Holey: is also an active member of the 
Disabled Americon Veterans. 


No dropped calls here 

People who talk on their cell phones while driving 
may want to consider holding off on that call. A Lex- 
ington, Ky., woman and her daughter flipped over in 
their SUV and rolled it into.a nearby berm. Passers- 
by stopped to offer help and fotind the woman, arm 
missing, pinned in the car. One driver placed a 
tourniquet on the woman's stump and when they 
found her arm, it was still clutching her cell phone. 


Quickie nose job 

A Tulsa, Okla., family's dinner took a strange turn 
when an altercation between two people led to.one of 
them losing their nose. The police had to be called a 
week ago when Jody Bennett, 37, came out of a back 
room with a napkin over her face claiming her 
boyfriend, Greg Hill, 45, had bitten her nose off. Au- 
thorities were unable to locate the nose when they ar- 
rived on the scene. They believed that Hill 
swallowed it and were even considering pumping 
his stomach to retrieve it. 

———_— ER ESE SSS ee 
Kiss sends man to prison—for life 

An Oregon man probably got the last kiss of his life 
last week, at least from a woman anyway. The Ore- 
gon Court of Appeals on Wednesday upheld a ruling 
that sent Nicholas Meyrovich to life in prison under a 
2001 three-strikes law. Meyrovich, 60, got his third 
strike, a felony sex offense, when he delivered an un- 
wanted kiss and sucked the neck of a Salem woman 
while performing extermination work at her house in 
2003. Meyrovich's argument was that the neck is not 
an intimate part of the body; the court disagreed. 
SSS SESS SE SSS See Se 
Dead man racks up 3 parking tickets 

Park in an illegal spot and you'll be ticketed, even if 
you're dead. Police in Peoria, Ill. have discovered 
that three parking tickets and one tow away sticker 
were placed on a SUV containing a dead man's body 
last week. The body of 46-year-old Michael Hudson 
was found inside the black Mercedes on Feb. 9 by 
someone walking by who noticed a foot on the pas- 
senger-side backseat window. The ticket writer did 
not see Hudson's body in the SUV which was parked 
illegally near Methodist Medical Center. 
———aa____ SSS Ss SS ESS 
Gym teacher lets students skip for money 

Don't like gym class; pay your teacher to skip, That's 
what some students in Pensacola, Fla., did, but now 
the teacher is in trouble for accepting their money in 
exchange for allowing them to be truant. Officials say 
Terrence Braxton was paid $1 a day from students be- 
tween September and December of 2005 at a local 
middle school. One school official said it may have 
averaged out to as much as $100 a week. Braxton will 
be brought up on bribery charges and if found guilty 
will probably lose his teaching license. 

—_————S SESE SSS SSS 
Ugly people more likely to commit crimes 

A recent study has shown that unattractive people 
are more likely to commit crimes than average-look- 
ing individuals. Naci Mocan of the University of Col- 
orado and Erdal Tekin of Georgia State University 
analyzed data from a federally sponsored survey of 
15,000 high-schoolers and found the long-term con- 
sequences of being young and ugly were small but 
consistent. Very attractive males and females stand a 
much better chance of avoiding turning to a life of 
crime and are shown to get better grades, more pol- 
ished social skills and higher pay. 
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Pilots stomp first- place Boasts tie for first in GCAC 


by Chrissy Chiri 


The LSUS basketball teams ac- 
complished several goals on Saturday 
night as they took the court against 
conference rivals Spring Hill College. 

The Lady Pilots were in dire need 
of a conference win to ensure their 
spot in the Gulf Coast Athletic Con- 
ference tournament. Although down 
at half-time 34-27, LSUS went on a 16- 
2 run to begin the second half and 
won the game by a mere two points, 
56-54. 

The win moved the Lady Pilots 
(13-9, 4-6) and Lady Badgers (10-11, 4- 
6) into a tie for fifth place. The top six 
teams make the conference tourney. 

Spring Hill played the first 13 
minutes of the game in a man-to-man 
defense, which allowed LSUS to get 
open shots and score frequently. Once 
the Lady Badgers changed to a zone 
defense, however, the Pilots still got 
open looks at the basket but had trou- 
ble making shots from behind the 3- 
point line. Despite their offensive 
struggles, the Lady Pilots stepped up 
defensively in a big way. The 
Lady Badgers shot 46 percent from 
the field in the first half but were shut 
down to a mere 27 percent in the sec- 
ond half. 

With 10 seconds to go in the 
game, the Lady Pilots were up only 


one point but junior guard Jessica 
Kelly nailed one of two free throws 
and then stole the ball to run out the 
clock and seal the win. 

GCAC Player of the Week Marcia 
Spyhalski, senior forward, finished 
with 10 points and 11 rebounds; Kelly 
had 12 points and six steals; and soph- 
omore center Kacie Cryer had 11 
points. 


“We just take 
care of our 
business.” 


Chad McDowell 
Pilots Head Coach 


“It felt great to help the team win 
last night,” Cryer said. “That game 
was an important game in conference, 
and I just wanted to do my part to 
help the team win.” 

On the men’s side, the Pilots (23-3, 
10-2) stretched their winning streak to 
six while avenging a double-overtime 
loss against Spring Hill (18-6, 10-2) 
and moved into a tie for first place in 
the GCAC with the Badgers. 


Mine ScHwatxe 
However, beating the current confer- 
ence leader didn’t end up being as dif- 
ficult as planned as the home team 
pounded Spring Hill, 97-77. 

Part of the Pilots’ success was due 
to their defensive effort. Although the 
Badgers have been hailed as one of 
the best outside shooting teams in the 
conference, LSUS held them to shoot- 
ing only 23 percent from behind the 
are. 

“We contested their shots, and it 
showed in their shooting percent- 
ages,” LSUS coach Chad McDowell 
said. “We just take care of our busi- 
ness.” 

The Pilots led 37-24 at the half, 
but the Badgers kept chipping away 
and cut the lead to 56-50 with 10 min- 
utes to go. However, LSUS’ senior 
post player Jeremy Johnston turned 
on the heat in the paint and finished 
with a game-high 26 points and 11 re- 
bounds. Alongside him, senior post 
Shadrach Roome had 12 points and 
six rebounds. 

Senior point guard Freddy Hugh- 
es also scored 12 points and had a 
game high eight assists; and junior 
guard Josh Porter had 11 points. 

The Pilots and Lady Pilots will 
play their last regular season home 
games tonight against conference op- 
ponent Loyola University. This will be 
senior night for both teams. 


Sports 
3 lites MES UPDATE 


2/18 vs. ats Hil aches 
Spring Hill (18-6, 10-2) 24 53-77 
LSUS (23-3, 10-2) 37 60-97 


2/18 vs. Spring Hill College 
Spring Hill (10-11, 4-6) 34 20-54 
LSUS (13-9, 4-6) 27 29 - 56 


UPCOMING GAMES 
Men's Basketball 
2/23 vs. Loyola University* 
3/25 William Carey College 


Women's Basketball 
2/23 vs. Loyola University * 
2/25 William Carey College College 


Baseball 


Weather woes ice 
Pilots hot streak 


After dropping two of their first three 
games, the Pilots’ bats warmed up and they 
won four of their last five by a combined to- 
tal of 52-16, including winning 3-of-4 against 
higher-ranked Spalding University. The Pi- 
lots’ fierce offense has been backed up with 
solid pitching. The pitching staff has kept a 
low 4.13 ERA, and the Pilots now sport a re- 
spectable 5-3 record. 

But the recent cold spell has forced can- 


cellations of the Pilots’ last three games and 
moved their forthcoming road stand against 
conference foe Springhill back a day. 


“It's unfortunate,” head coach Rocke 
Musgraves said of the cancellations. “Offen- 
sively we were getting on a roll (and the 
pitching staff) meeds experience.” 

Despite their success, the Pilots’ defense 
has been dogged by errors in the field. 

“It’s early in the season,” Musgraves 
said. “We don’t have the timing and rhythm 
down.” Musgraves is hopeful that the team 
will tighten up as the season draws on. 

The Pilots begin conference play this 
weekend in Mobile, Ala., against Springhill. 
They will play five games on the road before 
returning to face LeTourneau University on 
Tuesday, March 7. 
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Derrick: "Freedom Land" started off with the 
potential to be a good movie, but ended up 
getting lost in a sea of mediocrity primarily 
because of its approach to the touchy subject 
matter. 


Chris: Perhaps they should have skipped the 
racial issues and just had one solid plot. In- 
stead we have a plot that gets lost inside the 
subplot. It would have been a better film had 
they not done this. 


Derrick: | found myself disappointed after 
discovering what the focus of the movie was 
and where it was going because I thought this 
movie was going to be another suspense dra- 
ma. Instead you get a movie that deals with 
the tumultuous relationship between the 
black community and surrounding police 
forces. 


Chris: T was expecting your average crime 
drama, not an overview or racial tensions. 
One thing that did make the movie better was 
the scene setup. 


Derrick: If by scene setup you mean the set- 
tings of the film, then I have to disagree with 
you. Half the scenes were of angry black peo- 
ple in their project complex and the other half 
were of trigger-happy police officers waiting 
anxiously to beat the people in the projects. I 
don't see how that added to the film consider- 


ing this viewpoint has been used a dozen 
times in other movies. 


Chris: I don’t mean the settings. [should have 
said cinematography. The slow motion se- 
quences and dramatic camera positioning 
made the movie have more emotion. 


Derrick: Most definitely. There were plenty of 
dynamic camera angles used throughout the 
film. My favorite was the scene at the very be- 
ginning. I think the director captured the 
essence of the main character's feeling of soli- 
tude, despite the fact that she was walking 
through a noticeably buzzing neighborhood. 


Chris: Samuel L. Jackson put on a good per- 
formance, but Julianne Moore disappointed 
me. I was expecting more from her in this role. 
She annoyed me. 


Derrick: The acting was outstanding. Al- 
though some of the dialogue was a little 
cliché, I thought everyone did a great job. 
Samuel L. Jackson came through with a solid 
performance as he usually does, but Julianne 
Moore stole the show. I can’t believe you can't 
see that. I don't think it was ever intended for 
the audience to really "feel" for her character 
but rather be suspicious of her. Her actions 
often contradicted her story; if she was as- 
saulted by a black man, why wasn’t she afraid 
of Jackson's character when she met met him? 


“Freedomland” 


Soe Ase, hn ele Ele Pde Sy ead 


Chris: I see what you're saying, but I got noth- 
ing from her performance except annoyance 
at how badly she was playing this person who 
is faking being traumatized. 


Derrick: Well I thought she was fantastic. She 
got the whole ex-drug addict trying to make a 
better life for herself thing just right. But it 
doesn't surprise me that you don't appreciate 
a good performance; you liked "Doom" the 
movie, which says it all. 


Chris: I liked "Doom" for what it was. I never 
said any of the guys were good actors. To me 
Julianne Moore was not at her best. 


International Lincoln Center 


Washington “Semester™ 
isterim between Spring Somteetes, and Term : Soummer 


AN EXPERIENCE NO CLASSROOM CAN OFFER! 
The United States Congress 
The White House 

The United States Supreme Court 
The Library of Congress 

The Smithsonian 


The National Archives 
The National Museum o 
The National Portrsy 
The Folger She 

The Lincoin 


The 


The Wasi 


Receive 3 or 6 credit hours in Humanities and Social Sciences 
Courses Offered: 


POU 190 
AAST 198 
AMAST 298 
AMST 398 
POU 203 
POU 399 
POU 495 
POLI 695 


Washington Political Arena 
American Studies Seminar 
American Studies Seminar 
American Studies Seminar 
European Politics 

Field Research in Government Law 
independent Study 

Independent Study 


Derrick: I think you're missing the point, but 
oh well. Aside from some good performanc- 
es, this movie was a bit of a letdown. It starts 
going in one direction, then all of a sudden 
switches gears and takes the audience on an 
unenjoyable ride. I'd wait until this came out 
on DVD before giving this a sit through. 


Chris: The movie was enjoyable but nothing 
more. I agree with my associate. Wait for the 
DVD 


American Studies 


Register for courses oe pay balance “only in 1 the American Studies “Offi ice (BH 321) NO LATER THAN 
APRIL 1, 2006. For information contact Dr. Pederson at woederso@pilot/sus.edu or (318) 797-5138. 


8 Thursday, February 23, 2006 *Almagest 


Calendar of Events 


Thursday, February 23 


10:25 a.m, - 11:25 a.m. 
Mardi Gras Celebration 
U.C. Lobby 


10:25 am. - 11:25 a.m. 
Coffee House Series - That 1 Guy 
U,C, Port Stage 
10:30 a.m. 

Biology Club Meeting 
SLA 


Basketball Overtime Party 
U.C. 


Sun ruary 26 
8a.m, -12)p.m. 


Church at Red River 
LEG, 


Monday, February 27 
Mardi Gras Holiday 
Tuesday, February 28 
Mardi Gras Holiday 
Thursday, March 2 
7 p.m. 


Movie Night - “Motorcycle Diaries” 
U.C, Theater 


< % 


= Mike SCHWALKE 


German exchange students gather at Tuesday morning before 
visiting a courtroom session. They will spend a week here and 
then another at the University of Texas-Pan American in Edin- 
burg. From left to right: Valeria Pollentzke, Katrin Seyer, Malte 
Koch, Christian Banse and Frederik Wendisch. 


Logic Puzzle: SUdOKU 


Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through to 9. 
There is only one solution to the puzzle. 


Mike Pizzolota, senior fine arts major, submitted this political cartoon. 


ee 


